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THE STARVATION 
OF GERMANY 



Anyone who has studied contemporary German contro- 
versial writings cannot fail to have noticed a fundamental 
inconsistency which runs through them. On the one 
hand they pride themselves, and naturally enough, on the 
unanimity and enthusiasm with which the whole nation, 
men and women alike, devote themselves to the common 
cause. For generations they have preached to us that 
the German Army was the nation in arms, and now they 
show- in practice how the whole nation, even those who 
are not dressed in imiform, is really acting as part of the 
national organization by which the war is conducted. 
■ On the other hand, there is no bounds to their indignation 
at the conduct of the British Government, which, by 
instituting the blockade, is depriving the unarmed 
population of their nourishment. 

These two opposed points of view, inconsistent and 

irreconcilable with one another as they are, are to be 

found running through all German apologies. Generally 

they are found in the works of different writers, and if 

,^^ne writer hesitates or vacillates between them, at any 

■^ rate he usually reserves the inconsistency for different 

^ works. It is a peculiarity of the Chancellor, who in this 

J has the supremacy even among his own countrymen, that 

*" he commits himself to the two points of view in the same 

. speech. To convict the others of self-contradiction often 

. J requires a Uttle labour and a httle search ; this the Chan- 

_J cellor spares us. Within the short space of an hour 

he himself destr03'S every argument which he advances. 

^^ 319770 



4 THE STARVATION OF GERMANY 

Let us listen to him : 

" Now England wants to victimize the women and 
children, the old, aged, and sick of a nation numbering 
seventy milhon people, in order to force it into sub- 
mission. It is England who, from tlie beginning, 
wanted to make this war, not a war of army against 
army, but a war of nation against nation." 

It is, then, the crime of England that she makes the 
war one, not of army against army, but of nation against 
nation. Does, then, Germany distinguish between the 
army and the nation ? Does, then, the German nation 
stand as an idle spectator, watching and applauding the 
d;eds of its soldiers, but not co-operating with its help? 
When he wishes to speak of the great deeds of his own 
nation the language of the Chancdlor is very different : 

" While our soldiers at the front stand under the 
drum-fire in the trenches and our submarines, defying 
death, hasten through the seas ; wkilsi we at home have 
absolutely no other task but to produce cannon, ammuni- 
tion and food, and distribute victuals with justice ; 
in the midst of this struggle for life and the future of 
our Empire, intensified to the extreme, there is only 
one necessity of the day which dominates all questions 
of pohcy, both foreign and internal — to fight and to 
gain the victory." 

We at home have " no other task but to produce cannon, 
ammunition and food." Note which comes first — 
cannon and ammunition. Are those who produce cannon 
and ammunition, who work day and night, as the Chan- 
cellor himself has again and again told us, in the workshops 
and laboratories, men and women and often children — 
are they not as essential a part of the combatant forces 
of the Empire as the soldiers who aie in the trenches ? 
It is indeed a truism that this war is a war of material, 
of mechanical contrivances, of explosives and gas and 
every devihsh contrivance which the ingenuity of the 
chemist and the persistent labour of the suppliers can 
put together for the destruction of human life. And in 
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